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Bulletin 98 is divided into four principal sec- 
tions: 

I. The Main Interurban System, covering the 
connected lines in central ILli- 
nois. Illinois Terminal Railroad 

~ Company of the present day is 
" included in this section. 
Beginning on page. ..... 4 
II. The Illinois Valley Lines, 
connected lines in northern I1li- 
nois. 
Beginning on page. ..... 55 
Ill. Other Railway Propertiesin Illinois, cov- 
ering the independently operated 
city and interurban lines. 
Beginning on page. ..... 58 
=a IV. Out-of-State Railway Properties, cover- 
ing the lines in Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri and Nebraska. 
Beginning on page. ..... TfL 
Credits appear on page 82 facing rear cover. 
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Illinois Terminal, andits predecessor, Illinois 
Traction System, with its many related electric 
railway properties formed a complicated, but 
fascinating utility empire. Everything in the 
transit field from single-truck bobbing birneys 
to 70-car rumbling freights appears within its 
history. Its story has been told in part in many 
previous CERA bulletins, no less than 16 refer- 
ences to its components being cited in the most 
recent (1951) CERA index. In compiling this 
bulletin, analbum of Illinois Terminal material, 
items which appeared in earlier CERA issues 
have in general been omitted and the space has 
been devoted to other information. 


The year 1954 was a difficult one for CERA 
and its difficulties are necessarily reflected in 
the limited size and late delivery of Bulletin 98. 
Unprecedented rains flooded our storage just as 
Bulletin 97 was delivered and replacement of 
that issue pretty well wiped out CERA financial 
resources accumulated from previous years. 
Economies of an emergency nature were imme- 
diately placed in effect by the Board, including 
a necessary limitation in budget for the 1954 
printing. The Board is nevertheless determined 
that, even should the size of this Bulletin need to 
be reduced, its quality should not. 


Appreciation is therefore extended to the many 
who contributed material and photos to make this 
bulletin possible. Gratitude is extended to all 
members for their patience withthe Board during 
this time of trouble. 
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Above, 221-class motors and trailers; 
right, 202 at Mechanicsburg Junction; 
below, 143 near Ridge Farm. 
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23S 
OFFICE CAR 


SANGAMON 


Starting its duty as private car "Champaign", this car 
progressed to "Sangamon" and then just plain 234. It saw 
duty both as a special party car and as an official business 
car, and today serves this latter function. Old-time trainmen 
assure us it was once a motor car, but no photo exists to prove it. 
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Master Mechanic Bosenbury's car architecture was 
taking shape when the 250's came along.. Evidently 


renumbered, their design antedates the 240 class. 
258 and 259 were rebuilt, as was 233, from three 
early limited cars, "Missouri", "Illinois" and "In- 
diana" operated under the name "Corn Belt Limited" 


No railfan will ever forget the extremely 
short radius curve at Monticello on the 
line to Danville. 
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THE 270 and 271. Much has been written and said of 
these famous twins, which actually started life as a 
pair of longies for the Columbus, Delaware & Marion 
Railway. 
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THE 300-CLASS. Nine of these cars graced ITS rails. 
They were most unusual for their lack of similarity to the 
distinctive ITS styling in car design, altho pleasing enough 
on their own. Top: At Danville on Ridge Farm run. Center: At Litchfield, on 
Staunton run. Bottom: At Hillsboro Court House square. 
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Suburban & branch 
\ \ 


line cars: 


Ne 


900s at St. Louis 

403 and 362 at Danville 

Others are former 
Illinois Valley cars at 
Danville, Peoria and 

St. Louis. 
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Eight double-end PCCs link Illinois Terminal to modern street railway practice. 
Used in one or two-car trains in St. Louis-Granite City local service, they are 
supplemented by 470-class, which were originally 70-class St. Louis-Belleville 
limiteds. Lower right is a former Illinois Valley Division car crossing viaduct 
approaching Danville terminal from Tilton. 72 is shown on Eads bridge coming 
into St. Louis from Belleville before IT acquired the car. Note similarity of this 
type to Pacific Electric's 600s. 
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Early equipment of the Alton Granite 
& St. Louis Traction Company which 
was acquired by the E. St. Louis & 

Suburban but never by Illinois Terminal. 


The "limited cars''--- 
built for Alton, Granite & St. Louis 
Traction Company as the 60-class, 
the 100-class were light on their 
feet and as peppy cars as IT had. 
Train operation in two-car lengths 
was fairly common. 
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On Peoria-E. Peoria shuttle run 
which streamliners could not make 
due to curvature problem, 1949. 


THE "LOCAL CARS" 

used on St. Louis-Alton runs. 
Car 140 above was used briefly on 
Staunton-Hillsboro run. Below, 
122 is shown with low speed 
equipment in July 1932. 


Below, at 
Ead's Bridge 
trolley sta- 
tion in 1931. 
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350-CLASS......... 


These cars, as built 
for the original AC 
operated Peoria- 
Bloomington run, 

bore little resemblance 
to ITS style, which may 
have earned them the 
300-series catch-all 
numbers. After the 

AC operation failed 
and was replaced by 
DC, the 350s were 
revamped to conform 
more nearly to ITS 
carbody standards. 
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Left: The Fort Creve Coeur 


pauses to report at Mackinaw 
Junction, 


Below: The Mound City out of 
East Peoria heads for St. Louis. 
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SLEEPING CAR SERVICE 
BETWEEN 


ST. LOUIS-SPRINGFIELD-PEORIA 


1155 PM. ly. ST.LOUIS Ar 6:20 A.M. 
3:55 ALM. Lv. SPRINGFIELD Ly. 2:25 AM. 
6:15AM. Ar. PEORIA Ly. 11:50 P.M. 


SLEEPERS MAY BE OCCUPIED UNTIL 8:30 A.M. 


Sleeper service, inaugurated 1907 with 

the Holland car (right and below) between 
Springfield and E. St. Louis, was later 
offered from St. Louis to Champaign, 
Springfield and Peoria. The final service, 
using bedroom cars (above) on the Peoria- 
St. Louis ended August 31, 1940. 
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- PARLOR 
CAR 


EASY PARLOR CHAIRS, LIBRARY 
OBSERVATION PLATFORM, 
MEALS A LA CARTE 
Before the advent of streamliners, the 510-class 
provided deluxe, extra-fare, parlor car accom- 
modations to traction passengers. Beginning life 
as graceful, arch-windowed open "obs", they 
received a thorough reconditioning, block-off job 


Py and air-conditioning during 1936. * 
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New York "El" cars 
lined up for service 
to Ordnance plant 
during World War I. 
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535, converted from a 
bedroom sleeper to coach 
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University of Illinois Test Car, 
scrapped about '42, spent much 
time on ITS lines. ..Handsome 
jackknife bridge over Illinois at 
Peoria... Typical line car.... 
Decatur shop yard. ..Old down- 
town Springfield station shed... 
Special meeting freight near BUA 


ROSTER OF EQUIPMENT USED ON ILLINOIS TRACTION SYSTEM (MAIN Div.) 
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* Trucks and motors were changed about on some cars thru the years. 
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AND ILLINOIS TERMINAL RAILROAD (ELECTRIFIED LINES) 1910 - 1954 
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Power and Locomotive Notes- 
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ALL DAILY 


No,29|No.3t|No.S3|No.35|No.Si 

P.M. lp. | pat. [Po clp. |e. wtp. a|P. a. 

| 3.00 | 5.00 6.00 | 7.00 | 8.00 | 9.00 /11.00 |11.10 

| 3.06 | 5.06 | 6.06f | 7.06 | 8.06 | 9.06 )11.06 |11.07 

| 3.0 5.09 | 6.08 | 7.09) 8.08 | 9.08 (11.08 [11.21 

3.16 5.16 | 6.13f | 7.16 | 8.13 | 9.15 11-13 11.26 

12 5.23 | 6.198 | 7.23 | 8.19 | 9.49 (11.19 [11.36 
el SH 5.34 | 6.226 | 7.34 | 8.27 | 9.27 11.27 
s 3 Su) | 7.44 | 8.36 | 9.36 11.36 
~ 100 6.00 | 6 460 | 8.00 | $46 | 9.46 [11.46 
ld 408 | 603) 649f | 8.03 | 849!) 9.49 11.49 
8) 406 6.06 | 6 Sis | 8.06 | 8.51 | 9.51 11.51 
4) 4.10 6.10 | 6.548 | 8.10 | 8.54 | 9.54 11.54 
i 4.17 6.17 | 6.59% | 8.17 | 8.59 | 9.59 11.59 
x 40) 6.30 | 7.08% | 8.30 | 9.09 10.09 12.09 
ff 438) 6.33 | 7.16f | 8.38 | 9.16 10.16 12.16 
455 | 6.55 | 7.30 | 8.55 | 9.30 10.30 |12.30 
roo. P.M.| P.M.|P.M.|P.M.IP.M.)AM. 

Now No_30|No.22)No.34|No.96|No.5: 

M. p. ot. {P.M p.e.!p. MP. MP. M./P. MP. M. 

00) 4.00 | 500/6.00 |70/ 800/90 (110/30 

16 | 412 | 5 16 | 6 12f | 7:16 | 8 12 | 9 12 |11 12 | 3 21 

425 525/625/723|/SD\/9D 1 Di sa 

od 4298/5 38 6Ss' 7B SB IBDUDl se 

45 | 435s | 5.45 | 6 355 745 | 83 9B UB aw 
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DW 4 50 6 750 SH IDND 4s 
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10 4 S4s | 6.10 6.548) 810 | 8 54! 9 SH Nt Be) 4 SS 

18 | 5 02s 6 18 | 7 O2s | 8 18 9 02 |10 02 1202) 520 

30 | 5 10s | 6 30 | 7.108 | 8 30 | 9 10 /10 10 /12 10 | 5 3S 

35 | 5.16f | 6 35 | 7 16f | 8 3S | 9 15 [10 16 [12.16 | 5 40 

40} 5.21 | 640/721 | 8 40 | 9 21 /10 21 |12 21 | 6 45 

43/5 ut 6a] 7 Ul 843) 9 10m 12m ow 

S/S | 6)/70 |S 32 10 30 /12 30 | 5 55 

M.| POM. |P.M.) PML |P MP MIP. MLA M.|P. M 
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FEBRUARY Isr, 1906 
DECATUR LITCHFIELD 
CLINTON 
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EDWARDSVILLE 


WM. B. McKINLEY, President, Champaign, til 
LE. FISCHER. Gen’! Mgr., Danville, tll 
BR. STEPHENS, Gen Traffic Mer., Springfield, Ili. 
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Illinois Valley Traction Co. 
Dec. 27, 1901 
(Ottawa - Utica - Ladd line) 


Ittawa Marseilles & Morris River R.R. Co. 
(Purchased in 1904) 
E. Ottawa - Marseilles line Illinois Valley Railway Co. 


July 1, 1904 


Marquette-Princeton 
Marseilles-Seneca 
Opened 1905-1906 


CHICAGO OTTAWA & PEORIA RAILWAY CO. 
Incorporated April 19, 1907 
Leased Illinois Valley Ry. Co. June 1, 1907 
and purchased it on April 15, 1908. 


BD&CRR 
DU&CRy 

StLS&PRR 
ICTCo 


Peoria Streator & Ottawa Ry. Co. 
Incorporated in 1906 

CO&PRy in 1908 purchased the 

right-of-way and some material. 
(Ottawa - Streator line) 


ITS 
Main Divn. 


Controlled by 


WESTERN RAILWAYS & LIGHT CO. 


Incorporated March 1907 


Acquired by Ill. Tract. Co. 1913-16 


Seneca-Morris 
Ottawa-Streator 
Opened 1909 


Morris-Joliet 
Opened 1911-1912 


Control transferred to 
ILLINOIS TRACTION, INC. 
Controlled in turn by the 
ILLINOIS POWER & LIGHT CO. 
Both inc. May 23, 1923, 
operated as 
ILLINOIS TRACTION SYSTEM 
Illinois Valley Division 


Abandoned 
Spring Valley-Ladd 
1924 


Abandoned 
Ottawa-Streator 
Jan. 9, 1929 


Abandoned 
DePue-Princeton 
July 8, 1929 


| 


CHICAGO & ILLINOIS VALLEY R.R. 


Inc. Sept. 29, 1929 


Ottawa Belt Line 
(Partly joint with 
CB&Q - CRI&P) 
Opened 1930 


Abandoned 
Joliet-DePue 
May 13, 1934 


Marquette Spring Valley & NorthwesternR. R. Co. 
(Marquette-Spring Valley line) 
Purchased June 15, 1907 
Opened June 15, 1907 
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” SCENES ON THE 
CHICAGO OTTAWA & PEORIA RY.” 
Cars shown, top to bottom and left 


to right: 401, 43, 258, 1530 and 82. 


ir 


Illinois Valley 
Division 
equipment ranged 
from the massive 
260s and 1052 type 
box motor to the 
neat, arch window 
light weight 60s 
and the typical 
steel double-truck 
city cars like 111. 
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ITAWA 


The Ottawa streetcars were first 
rolleys in Illinois beating Peoria 
n 1889 by a few months. 


south Ottawa on route used by I. T. 
Streator Division. 
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PEORIA PROGRESSES (From the top) 


| 146 - former Danville car. 272 - also used in Galesburg. 
East Peoria tripper line-up in 1929. An 800 on interurban trackage, E. Peoria. 
116 - early single-trucker North Adams Street barn lineup. 
Open car loaned its truck to a closed Trucks of this massive double-trucker, 


body during winter. #106, fairly burst its sides. 


Top: In pre-Birney days cars like 235 were the backbone of Peoria transportation 
On all but a few double truck lines. Center: Photo taken about 1924 when Peoria 
reduced carbarns from four to one. Old street railway-owned Central Park was 
converted to a car storage yard after Birneys arrived. Car 56, near left, I. V. 
Division car, was in Peoria for seven years (1920-1926) after which it went back to 
LaSalle to become rush hour commuter "Westclox Special."' Bottom left: One of 
800-class cars taken on Sheridan (formerly Elizabeth) line. 800-class cars were 
mainstay of Adams Street line before 1926. Bottom right: 134, in East Peoria 
service, was from Danville and once operated on I. T. Homer branch. 
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457 - Hurlburt line 
462 - End of Knoxville line 


352 - Junction Heights with 
Knoxville line 

306 - At bus garage on Main 
Street. 


429 - Garden line 
462 - At Union Depot 


364 - End of Heights line 


363 - Country Club (Heights) 
line. 
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BLOOMINGTON 


Above: 81 was one of three double truck cars which later 
were used on I. T. Danville suburban becoming 401-403. 


Left: 55 was one of three double truck open cars, probably 
the only ones on the I. T. system. 


Bloomington had relatively few abandonments until whole 
system was discontinued in 1936. 
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DECATUR 


The "TRANSFER HOUSE" was the heart | 
of the city lines in Decatur, all street and 
interurban cars passing here. The | 
interurban station was originally | 
one block south, but later it was moved to | 
a point a mile or more away on the 
new belt line. Decaturs cars, 
including the birneys, altho double-ended | 
had only a single trolley pole. 
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Champaign-Urbana lines 
would probably have 
been bussed in the early 

"30s had it not been 
for ITS interurban usage 
of one route thru the 
University of Illinois 
campus. 
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Former LVT 
100 Class 


Double-trucker 800 (above) 
moved to Decatur after its 
Danville career ended. 


The Danville lines died away 
in 1936. 102 above is shown at 
Soldier's Home. This was the 
terminal of the last remaining 
line, altho of course all the 
quaint old-timers had given 
way to birneys by this time. 
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Fast Freight Servicg 


Tom Peoria and Tri-Cities 
via Rock Island and 


eWaneg and Galya 
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30 p- m. 


8. 


Galva system 
gil Se 


was under I. T. S. domination 
All photos RP unless otherwise credited 


In its later days the Kewanee 


PEOPLE'S TRACTION 
COMPANY 
(Galesburg) 


The snow scene was at Cherry 
Grove school, southwest of 
Galesburg, in 1914. Other 
scenes show interurbans in 
Galesburg streets. 
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Galesburg tlec. Motor & Power Co. 
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Interurban scenes in Knoxville, home of Knox College, 
located about seven miles east of Galesburg, Illinois. 


Galesburg F. M. & 
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With its track gage of 5'-0"', Quincy had the only 


off-gage street car system in Illinois. As on al- 
Q | N ( Y most all the others, Birneys were uSed atthe end. 
(All photos credit S) 
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TOP 
Nebraska Traction & Power Co., 
which became Omaha & Lincoln 

Railway & Light Company under 
I. T. control, connected Omaha, 
South Omaha, Ralston and Papil- 
lion, a distance of 13.8 miles. 


OSKALOOSA, IOWA 


Center Left: City cars and Bux- 
ton interurban in parade of ; 
small town service peak. bd 
Center Right: High Avenue East a 
Right: Tiny birney with two- 
windowed front end. m1 
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ABOVE: Atchison, Kansas, city operation. 
BELOW: Topeka, Kansas, city lines. Car 203, a medium-weight interurban type 
was built for a projected line that would have connected via Kansas City Kaw Val- 
ley & Western R.R. for 'K-C'". The line was never built but the car was used in 
city service for peaks and special occasions, such as picnics. 
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All photos, credit S. 
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Special party car #234 . 

240-class cars. - 
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260-class cars. . 

Cars 270 and 271. 

Cars 273 - 285. Seas 

300-class interurbans, old ...... 

St. Louis suburban and branch line cars 
350-class (old) interurbans 

Streamlined passenger trains 

Sleeping cars. .... 
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Passenger trailer coaches. ... . 

1200 (later 200) - class interurbans 

Box motor cars. 
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Public timetables of 1912. . 

Photos of special trains . 

Public timetables of 1925 . Aeeratt 7] A 
Car "Bloomington" and old St. Louis Term. Scene 
Public timetables of Alton lines ; 
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Power and locomotive notes. 

Employes operating timetables. 

Public timetables of 1906. 


ILLINOIS VALLEY DIVISION MATERIAL: 
Family tree history. . roe 
Olditimeicarss. 0) ene 
Newer interurban and city cars 


OTHER RAILWAY PROPERTIES IN ILLINOIS: 
Family tree history. .........-s 
Ottawa city lines. 

Peoria city lines. 2 

Bloomington city lines. . 

Decatur city lines. eattco. on hee 
Champaign-Urbana city lines... . 
Danville cityslines sie.) ssecnien mona mreme 
Kewanee & Galva interurban and city line. . 
Galesburg interurban and city lines 

Quincy city lines. Ra Sen Gia vse ta a 
Cairo and Jacksonville interurban and city lines 


OUT-OF-STATE RAILWAY PROPERTIES: 

Family tree history: <.. 3. «co! suicm=ien sient 
Omaha & Lincoln Ry. and Oskaloosa city line . 
Atchison and Topeka, Kansas, city lines . 
Wichita, Kansas, city lines ea 


SYSTEM MAPS: 
1925. 
1954. 
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RAILROAD 


ILLINOIS TERMINAL 


COMPANY 


SERVING THE HEART 
OF THE NATION 
355 MILES OF ELECTRIC AND DIESEL SERVICE BE- 
TWEEN EAST PEORIA, SPRINGFIELD, ST. LOUIS, 
ALTON, WOOD RIVER, ROXANA, DECATUR AND 
CHAMPAIGN-URBANA WITH OUTER BELTS CIR- 
CUNG ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES. 


SERVING EXCLUSIVELY MORE THAN 250 INDUS- 
TRIES AND 3500 OTHERS THROUGH RECIPROCAL 
SWITCHING. 


Burlington 


ENTERING ST. LOUIS, MISSOUR, OVER OWN IN- 
DEPENDENT BRIDGE AND ELEVATED STRUCTURES. 
FREIGHT AND PASSENGER INTERCHANGE WITH 
ALL RAILWAYS. 


J LINCOLN 


pf Broadwell 


Peinnart con 


Pwiiiamsville 


Chatham 
J Auburn 
B Thayer 
Ls Virden I 
B Girard 


9 Niwood 
E CARLINVILLE 


inet 


RA Gillespie > Elfingham 


canw}-—_—oB Beni 
wasase } +l Staunton 


D Worden 


yy Hamel 


Sy EDWARDSVILLE 


‘Centralia 


Mae hens 


First Second Yards 
Main Main and Total 
Sidings 


OwNeD 


St. Louis, Missouri to East Peoria, Illinois............-....22-0000eeeee 170.50 3.97 50.14 224.61 
Springfield, Illinois to DeLong, Illinois... . 50 100.50 1.48 41.71 143.69 
Alton, Illinois to O'Fallon, Illinois... ... 30.40 A2 47.63 78.45 


ASCeOS 5 Saar y Alef bel Ame and 27.90 49.64 
East St. Louis, Illinois to Troy "anetions Illinois........... Bdaososaoebo HSS) BS ses 16.21 32.84 
Granite City, Madison and Venice, Illinois suburban....... . squshaaqone 6.21 2.75 3.00 10.96 


Wabash Railroad Co. — South Wood River, Illinois to Wanda, Illinois. . .. SAS Se ecieins 3.18 


TRACKAGE RIGHTS 
Terminal Railroad Association of St. Louis — Granite SS Illinois........ byl as5gen 57 
Litchfield & Madison Ry. Co. — Madison, Illinois......... SA 25 |.. 25 
Illinois Central Railroad — Champaign, Illinois.............0..000ee0 es : 3.10 3.10 
Wabash Railroad Co. — Urbana, Illinois 2.51 21 2.72 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy R. R. Co. — St. Louis, Missouri 80 80 


MOC A eo erc estes ote sieiteu ae seein eiee sie cielo angdenoodocoor es 6.43 1.01 7.44 


ILLINOIS TERMINAL OF TODAY 


Map and statistics Grand! Totals) -j.o.isas0 6 se oe SSeS OSHS ONUBD EGU OH DUTeOoIOrS 354.59 8.62 187.60 550.81 
extracted from 
1953 annual report. CHANGES DurING YEAR...........----2- 200005 siiicwisatgoeilseee pen -92 21 —43 10.89 81.75 | | 


OPERATED MILEAGE BY STATES | 
Dlinoiseecmsmenenceeesesence sect 3 6.08 178.52 536.47 
Missouri soonest ees 2.54 9.08 14.34 | | 

otal sete sv. aoa cecse Sue: 354.59 8.62 | 187.60] 550.81 || 
= | 
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